
Thesis Statements



What is a thesis statement?

 The main point or controlling idea of any essay is 

its thesis. It is an arguable assertion—your opinion 

or position—on your topic and is, without question, 

the most important sentence in an academic essay. 

Having a thesis is useful to both the writer and the 

reader since its primary function is to organize, 

predict, control, and define the entire paper. 

 It appears at the end of the introduction, giving the 

essay a sense of unity and helping to ensure that the 

writer remains focused. 



A good thesis statement 

 is more than a statement of fact and makes an 

arguable assertion about a topic.

 summarizes the whole essay in one sentence and 

promises or reflects the essay’s main purpose 

predicts, controls, and obligates and serves as a 

contract between the reader and the writer. 

 limits the topic to be narrow enough to make it 

manageable so it can be fully supported but not 

too broad for the scope of an essay.



Developing a Thesis Statement

 The writer first states the topic and then the arguable 

assertion or opinion about it, then adds the reasons 

or supporting evidence. The reasons are usually 

introduced by joining words such as the following: for, 

as, because, since, due to. The supporting evidence 

answers the “how?” or “why?” 

 E.g. Reality TV shows should be banned as they 

demean the participants, encourage voyeurism, and rot 

the brain.



For each of the following thesis statements, identify the topic, 

the opinion or arguable assertion, and if applicable, the 

supporting evidence or reasons. 

1. Pornography is harmful to society because it 

depersonalizes sexuality, is degrading to women, 

and encourages sexual violence.

2. An after-school job can be harmful to teenagers 

as working not only reduces opportunities for 

recreation but also takes valuable time away 

from schoolwork and family interaction.



Common Problems I

 A troublesome thesis usually has no “so what?” or main 
purpose. Instead of providing an arguable assertion, it is 
merely a statement of fact. Some writers might 
confuse factual introductions to an essay with the 
thesis. 

 Henri Matisse was considered, with Picasso, one of the two great 
artists of the twentieth century.

 Henri Matisse is considered by some critics superior to Picasso 
because of Matisse’s brilliant colors, bold brushstrokes, and 
ability to play between light and shadow.



Common Problems II

 A troublesome thesis can be too broad or too 
general. If the writer is trying to write an essay 
and not a book, it may be on too large an issue 
for a writer to develop thoroughly in a short 
essay. 

 Hunger is a problem in many parts of the world.

 To reduce world hunger, we need to eat less meat, grow 
more efficient crops, and reduce the amount of food 
wasted.



Common Problems III

 A troublesome thesis can be too specific. If your thesis 
is too specific then you will have too little to write 
about. It may be only on one aspect of an issue, one 
part of a topic, or the first main point. Examine all your 
main points for a larger, umbrella sentence. 

 The key to taking a good photograph is selecting the correct 
exposure.

 To take good pictures, a photographer must pay attention to 
composition, lighting, and depth of field.



Common Problems IV

 A troublesome thesis expresses more than one 
main idea. If your thesis makes more than one 
point, your paper may be confusing to your 
reader. A thesis which clearly expresses one 
controlling idea will focus your paper. 

 While solar power is cleaner, it is also less efficient. 

 The government must promote renewable energy sources in 
order to save the environment, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and end its reliance on fossil fuels.



Common Problems V

 A troublesome thesis is in the form of a 

question instead of a sentence or arguable 

assertion. It does not take a position. 

 Should children attend all-day schools? 

 All-day schools would benefit a child’s educational, 

physical and social development.



Common Problems VI

 A troublesome thesis contains phrases such as “I 
think,” “I believe,” or “in my opinion,” which weaken 
the statement. 

 Republican candidate Bill Simon and Governor Gray Davis may 
appear to be different, but in my opinion they are very similar.

 To the unsuspecting voter, Republican candidate Bill Simon and 
Governor Gray Davis might seem to offer a choice in the 
gubernatorial race; however, in fact they take very similar stands 
on issues such as crime, abortion, and gay marriage.



Common Problems VIII

 A troublesome thesis is expressed in vague language. 
Try to avoid vague terms such as “things,” “neat,” 
“interesting,” “nice,” “good,” and “great.” 

 Negative things have resulted from religion being taught in our 
schools. 

 Religion should not be part of the school curriculum not only 
because religious beliefs are highly personal, but also because it 
encourages divisions within the student body, and takes time away 
from other subjects. 



Keeping in mind the above thesis development guidelines, 

analyze the following statements and identify the reason(s) 

you think they do or do not work as good thesis statements. 

1. Television has had a serious impact on today’s society.

2. During a recent episode of Law and Order, two people were 

killed, three were stabbed, and four were badly beaten.

3. Marijuana should be legalized as this would eliminate the black 

market for the drug.

4. I think it is interesting how many people enjoy horror 

movies.

5. Violent video games should be made illegal for they might incite 

some people to commit violent acts.


